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LOTTERY FUNDING SUCCESS FOR ARTS AND
CRAFTS PARTNERSHIP
William Morris Society and Emery Walker Trust secure Heritage Lottery
Fund investment for major Arts and Crafts Hammersmith project
An exciting partnership between two organisations dedicated to celebrating and sharing
the stories of two Arts and Crafts pioneers and their Hammersmith homes has been
awarded £631,100 by the Heritage Lottery Fund.
The William Morris Society and the Emery Walker Trust, who work to promote the lives,
influences and collections of Morris and Walker from their former West London homes, can now
launch their Arts and Crafts Hammersmith initiative in the new year.
This imaginative venture will open up access to the rich collections of both partners and the
wider histories – personal, social, political – of the Arts and Crafts movement, rooted in
Hammersmith.
The project comprises vital programmes of repairs, refurbishments and improvements to
Walker’s Thames-side house at 7 Hammersmith Terrace (the last surviving example in Britain
of an authentic Arts and Crafts interior) and Morris’s home at Kelmscott House, ¼ mile away.
It gives both organisations the means fully to preserve and conserve the rich heritage in their
care, and make it available for public enjoyment, study and learning, through traditional and
digital forms.
The project also creates new opportunities for people to get involved through volunteering and
skills development, and will establish a more sustainable and resilient future for both
organisations.
Sue Bowers, Head of Heritage Lottery Fund London, says:
“Given the proximity of these two riverside homes – shrines to the Arts and Crafts movement
– we are delighted to support this joint project that will underline the close working
relationship between its two leading exponents and provide valuable new insights into their
artistic collaboration.”
Martin Stott, chair of the William Morris Society (WMS), says,
“'This is wonderful news and a great way to launch the Society's 2015 Diamond Jubilee
celebrations. It will help bring the work and ideas of William Morris to a much wider audience
and will complement the Society's own work. We are very grateful to the HLF for their vote of
confidence at this important time.”
Michael Hall, chair of the Emery Walker Trust (EWT), says,
“This project is a major advance for both organisations and will do so much for 7
Hammersmith Terrace. It also cements an extraordinarily fruitful partnership with WMS, and
will allow us to achieve much more than we could alone – giving us both resilience to face the
future, and providing a secure foundation for sustainable activity and growth for years to
come”.
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Arts and Crafts Hammersmith project manager Simon Daykin, says,
“This project offers amazing potential for visitors near and far to discover the hidden stories
of these influential men and their homes. With HLF’s investment, and the support of the
project’s other supporters, we will make sure that everyone can discover, get involved and
enjoy these treasure houses and what lies within: now and for the future.”
The project begins with capital and conservation works at both houses from the end of 2015.
The public will be able to enjoy new and improved facilities and activities from 2017. Helen
Elletson, curator for WMS and EWT, will lead an enlarged staff team to deliver all aspects of
the project over its three years.
The project has already secured over £100,000 in match funding from a range of charitable and
private sources, including Garfield Weston Foundation, Ashley Family Foundation and Heritage
of London Trust. Attentions are now on securing the final funds to complete the project in
2018.
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Simon Daykin, Project Manager
07789 796729
simondaykin@williammorrissociety.org.uk

Editors notes:


The William Morris Society (registered charity 1159382) was established in 1955, aiming to
promote and perpetuate the memory of one of the greatest men of the Victorian or any age.
The life, work and ideas of William Morris (1834-1896) are as important today as they were in his
lifetime. The Society exists to make them as widely known as possible. The Society’s office and
museum (open to the public) are in the basement and Coach House of Kelmscott House,
Hammersmith, Morris’s London home for the last eighteen years of his life. 2015 marks the
Society’s 60th anniversary.
www.williammorrissociety.org.uk



The Emery Walker Trust (registered charity 1158505 and company 09098614) was founded in
1999 to own and manage 7 Hammersmith Terrace, home of the printer and typographer Emery
Walker (1851–1933), a close friend and political ally of William Morris and a major collaborator
in Morris’s Kelmscott Press. The house contains the best-preserved Arts and Crafts interiors in
Britain, with an internationally significant collection of Morris textiles, wallpapers and furniture,
and is open to the public for guided tours.
www.emerywalker.org.uk



From the archaeology under our feet to the historic parks and buildings we love, from precious
memories and collections to rare wildlife, we use National Lottery players' money to help people
across the UK explore, enjoy and protect the heritage they care about.
www.hlf.org.uk

